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As an area based licensee, we must en-
sure that our logging blocks are reforested 
and flourishing so they can contribute to 
the annual tree growth that helps set our 
annual allowable cut (AAC).

Over the past 5 years the VCF has been 
harvesting wood at a higher rate than is 
sustainable over the long term due to 
the mountain pine beetle (MBP) infesta-
tion that has decimated our pine stands. 
We have been harvesting more than 
100,000m3 per year in an effort to salvage 
dead pine trees before their value deterio-
rates beyond salvage value.

We have harvested all the  MPB stands 
that can be logged conventionally. There 

is still some cable logging stands that are 
more than 50% pine that we plan to sal-
vage starting January 2015 and expect 
to continue throughout the coming sum-
mer/fall. Our AAC is 33,000m3 per year 
plus whatever pine salvage we can har-
vest with cable yarders. We do not have 
enough AAC available on a yearly basis 
to supply our existing logging contractors 
with consistent work and this is our prob-
lem.

We are actively looking for solutions to 
this problem and have made some head-
way. 

Continued on page 2

The Valemount Community Forest Com-
pany Ltd. (VCF) is excited to announce 
the purchase of the old Carrier mill site.  
We have been negotiating diligently over 
the last 18 months to acquire 240 acres of 
industrial land. This transaction was con-
cluded with the help of grants from North-
ern Development Initiative Trust (NDIT) 
for $250,000 and Columbia Basin Trust 
(CBT) for $200,000.This generous grant 
money allowed us to purchase the site.

Our long term goal for this site is eco-
nomic growth and job creation. The site 
will be turned into a business/industrial 
park that will allow multiple users to set 
up different types of industry such as 
wood manufacturing facilities, fibre based 
industry, sort yards, re-load yards, green-
houses, geothermal and on and on.

Continued on page 4

Industrial land 
acquisition

Fibre availability / cut control

Northwest Spill Response with Ray Hollenberg came here in June to give eleven 
participants a hands-on intense field education on how to mitigate contamination by 
controlling water flow.                                                                See story on page 3

Hands-on 
spill response

training

New VCF sign
Gordon Carson who is a small specialty 
mill operator has a special eye for unique 
character wood. We are proud to display 
this sign which reflects the versatility and 
beauty of local Fir, Pine and Cedar created 
by artists Tom Jamin and Peggy Hubley. 
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February 2015 We are not set on any one target in-
dustry and are open to all ideas that cre-
ate economic growth and jobs. This is a 
special time in the Robson Valley, prov-
ince and the world in terms of industrial 
needs, changing politics and climate 
change which can create opportunities for 
us.  We are starting with a clean slate and 
an enviable piece of industrial land with 
year round highway access, three phase 
power and a rail spur. We are located on a 
major transportation route that accesses 
large population centers, two major ports 
and areas of high industrial activity.

   The VCF revitalized the old weigh 
scale in November 2014. There are still 
numerous challenges throughout the site 
that require attention due to the age of the 
site and to it having sat idle for the past 
few years. We have investigated the op-
tion of replacing the rail spur and extend-

ing it to fit our future needs.  We hope to 
have a solid plan by next summer with 
the challenge being to find the right fit for 
unknown customers. Though we wish to 
move as quickly as possible, experience 
has also taught us to proceed cautiously 
so we can do it right and provide econom-
ic diversity for the future.

   The VCF is committed to expansion 
and growth. We are currently moving for-
ward on a number of possibilities. This 
mill site purchase is the first major step 
towards industrial expansion with more 
major steps to be met by the end of winter 
if all goes well. 

Thank you to NDIT and CBT for the 
grants, Carrier Lumber Ltd. for their com-
mitment and patience, the VCF board of 
directors for their guidance and to the 
mayors and councillors of the village of 
Valemount for their trust and support.

Industrial  land  acquisition      
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Road deactivation
When a logging road is built the primary 

aim is to enable safe traffic travel during 
the harvesting process. However after the 
harvesting is complete the VCF still have 
obligations to continue monitoring that area 
until the plantation reaches ‘free growing’.

Once there is no further heavy industrial 
activity the road may be deactivated de-
pending on risk of landslides and erosion.  
Future harvest plans in the area is also a 
consideration.

Deactivation is the act of using a machine 
such as a backhoe to cross ditch or water 
bar roads to direct water off the road and 
not let the water collect or flow in one area 
which can create slumps or landslides.  
More intense levels of deactivation such as 
changing the slope of the ground or pulling 
culverts may be utilized if required.

It may seem inconvenient to some forest 
and recreational users to be subjected to 
ditching of the road surface but if you look 
carefully the whole point is to control the 
water flow and therefore reduce erosion 
on the road surface and potential environ-
mental damage. 
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Since 2012 the VCF has advertised in 
the Fall a community grant program. The 
total annual amount available to non-
profit groups has been five thousand dol-
lars. There is a committee of three from 
the Board of Directors that adjudicate the 
applications. 

Over the years the VCF has developed 
a point qualification form to make sure 
the applicant meets the basic criteria of 
the VCF Corporate Mission Statement 
and Commitment to Community.

2014 successful applicants:
Firm Foundations Christian Outreach
Swift Creek Watershed Society
Valemount Arts and Cultural Society
Valemount Historic Society 
VSS Senior Girls Basketball
Valemount Lions Club
Wishbone Productions

2015 successful applicants:
Valemount Curling Club
Valemount Lions Club
Valemount Secondary School 
Valemount Marina
Valemount Children’s Activity Society
Kinnickinnickers Family Centre
Valemount Arts and Cultural Society
Valemount Historic Society 
VSS Girls Basketball Tournament

• Grant program supports initiatives •

 Road construction
Construction on the Five Mile Hill Road, in 
partnership with the Yellowhead Outdoor 
Recreation Association’s Mountain Bike 
Park project.
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We are pleased to announce that we 
were the successful bidder on a 30,000m3 
British Columbia Timber Sale (BCTS) 
down the east side of Kinbasket Lake. 

This sale is a mix of 
cable/conventional har-
vesting with some road 
work and a nice mix of 
tree species that can 
be sorted and market-
ed to multiple sources 
including and targeting 
local mills.  

The upset stumpage 
for the sale is very high 
and the community for-
est does not expect to 
make much of a profit 
but this sale allows us 
to help keep our log-
gers and road builders 
active and will inject 

more than $1,500,000 into the local econ-
omy. We have been in talks with BCTS 
management and have let them know that 
we are actively looking for more sales of 

a specific harvesting and species mix. We 
are confident of further success. We are 
still in expansion mode but are finding this 
a very long and difficult process. We are 

still hopeful of success 
as we still have a cou-
ple pans in the fire. 

The VCF still has 
challenges in its wood 
available for harvest 
short term and long 
term but we are con-
tinuously seeking and 
exploring options and 
are making headway 
and are confident of 
success over the long 
run.

Photo: Protected Old 
Growth Management 
Area (OGMA) 
Swift Creek

Lodgepole pine dwarf mistletoe and 
western gall rust are two natural but seri-
ous pests that are growing very well in 
our pine forests. In the last few decades 
as we are reducing forest fires, trending 
toward smaller cut-blocks and partial cut 
systems there has been an increase of 
mistletoe and western gall rust in our 
pine forests.

  Both of these pathogens are ‘obli-
gate parasites’ which means that they 

cannot complete their life-cycle without 
exploiting a suitable host. They are na-
tive to conifer forests and can cause se-
vere damage to pine trees. Infections of 
these parasitic plants can retard growth 
and reduce seed production and wood 
quality. Heavy, long-term infections can 
kill trees prematurely.

   Dwarf mistletoe induces abnormal 
tree growth at the point of infection, and 
produces a structure known as a witch-
es’ broom, which disrupts the typical 
branching structure. Dwarf mistletoes 
are small, leafless parasitic flowering 
plants that kill by slowly robbing the tree 
of food and water.

   In the springtime sometimes you 
can hear the snapping of the flower as 
it propels a seed into the air, this is how 
mistletoe spreads their seeds.

The first symptom of dwarf mistletoe 
infection is a slight swelling of the bark at 
the infection site. The parasite is identifi-
able when the yellow to green or brown-
ish-green segmented shoots protrude 
from the infected part of the tree. They 
form about 2-3 years after the infection.

Western gall rust primarily is found 
most often in young stands of pine. The 
stem rust kills the tree when the rust my-

celium girdles the stem. The western gall 
rust does not require an alternate host 
and is one of the toughest of the rusts. 
It spreads by releasing spores that can 
travel hundreds of kilometres. 

The VCF is revisiting our early cut 
blocks and managing the new forests by 
pruning and felling infected trees and by 
planting alternate species around wildlife 
trees patches. This management strate-
gy is to reduce dwarf mistletoe and west-
ern gall rust infestations in the new and 
young pine trees in the VCF cut blocks.

Fibre availability / cut control  continued from page 1

Lodgepole pine dwarf mistletoe and western gall rust
StanD ManaGEMEnt 2014

Dwarf mistletoe-infected lodgepole pine.

Western gall rust on young pine.

SILVICuLTuRe PROGRAM 2014

The spring and summer planting pro-
gram of 2014 was tendered out to Integri-
ty Contracting (Seth McDonald). Over the 
season his team of mostly local planters 
and supervisors planted four hundred and 
ninety thousand seedlings which included 
species such as Spruce, Lodgepole Pine, 
Douglas Fir, and White Pine. Most of the 
planting was in the areas of the upper Ca-
noe, Swift Creek and the Pack Saddle.

The VCF usually orders seedlings in ad-
vance through a sowing request. The age, 
species and size of seedling are requested 
to fit the biogeoclimatic zones of the VCF 
area. Some of the seed for the seedlings 

to be planted are from trees harvested for 
cones that originated from here and some 
seed is purchased from tree seed farms.

There are strict guidelines to fit specific 
latitudes and longitudes. exceptions can 
be requested. For example, a small per-
centage such as Western Larch has been 
planted from the 1980’s to 2013. This is in 
consideration of global warming since the 
Valemount Community Forest tenure is in 
the northern edge of the Western Larch 
range. People can observe successful 
plantations up the West Ridge Road and 
on the east side of Kinbasket Lake, they 
are most noticeable in the autumn time 

when the needles turn a golden colour be-
fore they drop to the ground.

White Pine historically has been dying 
out across British Columbia because of an 
introduced blister rust. This has caused 
these trees to die at around twelve to fif-
teen years old. However the good news is 
there is a natural occurrence of a blister 
rust resistant White Pine in the upper Ca-
noe which has been successfully sowed. 
Therefore the VCF has taken initiative to 
re-establish this native species into har-
vested areas.

Most seedlings are bought from K&C 
Silviculture located in Oliver BC. The VCF 
works with local woodlots, the McBride 
and Dunster Community Forests as well 
as Hauer Bros. Lumber Ltd. to share sow-
ing requests and transportation costs.

Since the inception of the VCF in 2007 
all the areas that have been harvested are 
required to be reforested. The trees must 
reach specific growth parameters called 
‘free growing’. Reforestation can occur 
naturally and/or through planting. These 
options are considered in the preplanning 
stages before harvest.

Stocking surveys are the means to de-
termine the success of an established 
young forest usually two to three years 
after harvest.

The VCF hired Karen McKirdy Contract-
ing (photo right) who is a certified Silvicul-
tural Surveyor. This new contractor sur-
veyed over seven hundred hectares at a 
density of one plot per hectare and has 
assessed these blocks for species mix 
and health. Recommendations were also 
made in order to determine future moni-
toring, brushing needs, further surveys 
and projected ‘free growing’ dates.

This information is submitted to a huge 
data base called Results (operated by the 
BC Government). This database is moni-
tored to ensure accountability for refor-
estation by forest companies and is the 
provincial standard for good reforestation 
practices so we have healthy forests for 
future generations.

Free GrowinG Trees

Free growing trees are well spaced from 
each other, are healthy, and their growth 
is not impeded by competition from other 
plants, shrubs and other trees. They must 
also meet a specific height for their age 
and they are a preferred mix of species 

such as Spruce/Pine/Fir. It is the stand of 
trees that we can expect to produce a com-
mercially valuable crop tree in the future.

Planting program: 490,000 seedlings in the ground

Stocking surveys determine success

Tracking systems
In January of 2014 VCF determined that 

we needed a computer tracking program 
to make sure that all logging blocks were 
meeting harvesting and reforestation re-
sponsibilities.

Lori Jacobson the Product Manager 
from D.R. Systems traveled to Valemount 
to train VCF staff with the new Phoenix 
tracking program. During 2014, VCF staff 
put this data into the new program.

Spill response 
   The first course that has been offered 

to contractors was for environmental pol-
lution control in the event of an accident/ 
incident that contaminates water sources.

A small rushing mountain creek was 
selected for the field site. Here everyone 
learned how to control and divert water 
flow with minimal and rudimentary equip-
ment, then how to contain and clean up 
potentially spilt contaminants such as oils 
and fuels that damage water systems.

FaLLER tRaInInG 
$10,000 for funding as a cost sharing 

program available to employers. 
See page 7, at:

http://www.bcforestsafe.org/files/BCForest
SafetyNewsLetter_2014December.pdf

TRAINING 2014


